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HE French-Fleet, according to the Computation of our mur- 
muring Facobites, (notwithſtanding their loſs of nigh ewenty 
z Capital Ships, beſides Frigats of Forty, and Fifty, and more 
Guns, laſt Year, ) is, by a Romiſh lort of Miracle, grown this Sum- 
| mer more Potent and Numerous than laſt, and it is confidently given 
out, by an odd ſort of People amonig us, Thatthey are both more able, 
and more refoly'd to Fight us this Year, than they were before : "Tis 
crue, (it is agreed on all hands,) that the French King, fince his fatal 
Defeat at Sea, has been very Induſtrious, and, as bis Majeſty was 
. pleas'd to tell his Parliament, very diligent 1n his applications to repair 
the remainder of his ſhatter'd Fleet, but at the ſame time we never 
could have any Account of any new Ships of War he hath added this 
Year, and the Thoulon Squadron was never computed above Fifteen 
Sail, which, as they were abſent laſt Year, by all Accounts, is conclu- 
ded to be on the Coaſts of Spain now; ſo that we may believe them 
now to be near Fifty Sail, whereas our Grand Fleet now conſiſts of near 
Eighty Sail of Capital Men of War in the Line of Batcle, and, praiſed 
be God, with a Fair Wind, are Sailed to the Coaſt of France, reſolving 
to Face this ſo much boaſted, formidable Fleet of the French, for, by 
the Accounts from Paris, we are inform'd they are to rendezvouz ar 
Bell-Iſle, and the French King has ſent his Orders to Monſieur Tourwile, 
his Admiral, to continue upon their own Coaſts, and that if the Engliſh 
ſeem'd to be forward to prels a Battle there, not to decline it. 

Our Fleet above Three Days ago were {een paſt Plimonth, and we 
are indaily ExpeCtation of hearing of ſome Gallant Action from them, 
though it is generally beliey'd, thatthis pretended Brawery of the French, 
is but a meer Bravado, a ſ{weetning Sugar-Plumb to encourage and 
keep up the ſinking Spirits of his fainting Fanaſaries here, for is it rea- 
ſonable to believe that he will willingly expoſe the Remainder of his. 

' Naval Strength to ſuch Diſadvantage now, when lels than an equal 
Number laſt Year Scour'd, Drove, and Burn'dthem from Port to Port. 

" No, no, without all doubt he would think himſelt happy, could he bur 
ſecure hit ſelf in his Harbours from our Inſults; and therefore 'cis not 

\ improbal ly believed that he bas order'd hisgrand Fleet to keep clole 
| 3n their Fortified Ports, while the Thonlon Squadron attacks ſome place 
| 1n the Spxmſb Territories, thereby to-amule or divert us from our in- 
tended Jyeſcent, bur a very little time will clear our Doubts 1a this 

| | Marrer, and our Admirals are Perſons of that known ConduCt and Re- 
| | ſ6iution, that we have all the reaſon in the World ro expect, (by God's 

\ Bleſſing)in a ſhorttime, to havea very fair Account ot them, 
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